
Seth Deacon
Artist, designer and creative consultant

Get in touch!

seth.deacon.art@gmail.com

https://sethdeacon.co.za

https://www.linkedin.com/
in/seth-deacon-b6874510/

I offer effective, vibrant and 
efficient solutions for –

Visual Identities
Graphic Design & Communications
Publications Design
Websites
Creative Campaigns
Creative Advocacy
Educational Materials Develop-
ment
Report Writing & Design
Infographics
Illustration
Motion Graphics

mailto:seth.deacon.art%40gmail.com?subject=
https://sethdeacon.co.za
https://www.linkedin.com/in/seth-deacon-b6874510/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/seth-deacon-b6874510/
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111 easy legal 
terms! 

Accused
a person charged with a crime

Case-docket
file opened by police when 
investigating a crime

Compensation
money that a court orders you must 
be paid for damages or losses 
you suffered; money paid from the 
Compensation for Occupational 
Injuries and Diseases Fund

Correctional 
supervision
a conditional release from prison, 
similar to parole and probation, 
where you are released and 
monitored by someone called a 
Correctional Official

Court order
an official order by a judge telling 
someone to do something or to stop 
doing something

Customary union/
marriage
marriage according to African 
customary law

Dependant
someone who is financially 
dependent on another person, e.g. a 
child on a parent someone called a 
Correctional Official 

Action, civil 
a case made by someone against 
another person or institution to 
claim money for damages or 
losses; also called civil claim or 
suing

Deponent
person who makes an affidavit

Detainee
person held in prison or police cells

Divorce Courts
courts where people can go to have 
divorce cases resolved more cheaply 
and quicker

Domiciled
living somewhere permanently

Fraud
the crime of lying or deceiving in a 
way that causes harm to someone 
else

Indictment
the paper in the High Court listing 
all the crimes someone is charged 
with

Illegal
against the law, breaking the law

High Court
higher court than Magistrate’s Court, 
for serious cases or cases involving 
large amounts of money

Guardian
person who has legal authority over 
a child

Finding
decision of a court or a Commission 
of enquiry

District Courts
ordinary Magistrate’s Courts in each 
big town

Discharge
court case being stopped because of 
a lack of evidence

Defence
legal reason to explain or excuse 
what you did, e.g. you hit someone 
because you were provoked 

Criminal record
list of all the crimes you have been 
found guilty of; also called previous 
convictions

Criminal charge/
case/action
court case against someone who 
committed a crime

Conviction
found guilty of a crime by a court

Contempt of Court
breaking a court order or showing 
disrespect for the court, e.g. 
swearing at the magistrate

Complainant
person who makes a criminal 
charge against someone else at a 
police station

Community Service 
Order
doing a sentence of community 
service in the community instead of 
going to prison

Common law
laws not made by parliament that 
have been around for centuries, for 
things like murder, theft, assault, 
etc.

Commissioner of 
Oaths
person in front of whom an affidavit 
can be sworn, e.g. police, ministers, 
postmasters, bank managers

Commissioner
person who decides cases in the 
Small Claims Court; also used as 
abbreviation for Commissioner 
of Oaths, Commissioner of 
Inland Revenue, Compensation 
Commissioner, and so on

Commission of 
Enquiry
government- appointed 
investigation, often headed by a 
judge

Civil action/claim
claiming money through the civil 
court from a person who caused you 
harm

Charge-sheet
the paper in the Magistrate’s 
Court that lists all the crimes that 
someone is charged with

By-law
law made by a local authority

Bill of Rights
a list of rights and freedoms for all 
people living in a country, which 
is part of the law of that country; 
South Africa has a Bill of Rights in 
our Constitution

Beyond reasonable 
doubt
the amount of proof needed for 
someone to be guilty in a criminal 
trial; the case has to be proved 
beyond reasonable doubt – there 
must be no doubt at all

Awaiting trial 
prisoner
being held in a police station or a 
prison between the time of arrest 
and the court case or bail hearing

Bail
money paid by the accused to the 
court so they can go free until the 
trial which will decide whether they 
are guilty or not

Balance of 
probabilities
the amount of proof that you need to 
win a civil action; when you weigh 
up the two sides in the civil action, 
you have to show that your story is 
stronger than the other side’s story 
on a balance of probabilities

Action, criminal
a case made by the state to punish 
someone who has committed a 
crime; also called a criminal charge/
case or prosecution

Acquitted
found not guilty

Admissible
allowed as evidence in a court case

Admission of guilt
admitting guilt for a small crime 
and paying a fine instead of going to 
court e.g. traffic fine 

Affidavit
a written statement that is 
sworn to be the truth in front of a 
commissioner of oaths; can be used 
as evidence in court

Aggravating factors
things that will cause you to get 
a heavier sentence, e.g. previous 
convictions, causing bad injuries

Appeal
asking a higher court or authority to 
overrule the judgment, sentence or 
decision of a lower court or authority

Assets
property that you own, for example 
houses, cars, furniture, linen, 
books, money in the bank and 
insurance policies, that can be used 
to pay your debts

Attach property
to seize someone’s property when 
they owe money, after getting a 
court order

Act
a law made by parliament

Evidence
information, including statements 
and documents, that is used as 
proof in a court case

Litigation
legal action

Interdict
a court order to protect someone or 
to force someone to do something

Interim order
a court order that is temporary 
(for the time being) and not final

Party 
one of the sides or people involved 
in a court case or legal dispute

Precedent
example or standard that can be 
used or followed in future

Sue/Suing
to claim money through a civil action 
from someone who caused you 
damage

Summons (criminal) 
a document calling a person to 
come to court to stand trial for 
breaking the law

Witness 
person who saw something and 
may give evidence in a court case

Urgent application 
applying to the High Court for an 
urgent court order or interdict

Warrant of Execution
document giving court officials the 
right to take away certain property 
to cover your debts

Trial
court case

Testify 
give evidence in court

Sworn statement
statement sworn under oath, which 
is strong evidence in court; also 
called affidavit 

Unlawful
outside the powers given by law

Warrant 
a document issued by a magistrate 
(or sometimes a police officer of 
rank of lieutenant or higher) that 
gives permission for things like 
arrests, searches, and evictions 

Suspended sentence
part of a prison sentence or fine is 
put off or postponed and will only 
be imposed if the same crime is 
committed within a stated time

Summons (civil)
a document that contains a demand 
for money and starts a civil action

Subpoena
official paper used to tell witnesses 
they must come to court to give 
evidence

Statement 
a written or verbal account of what 
happened, which could be used as 
evidence in court

Settlement
agreement between parties in a 
civil claim to accept what is offered 
and to stop the court case

Sequestration
the process for declaring someone 
bankrupt or insolvent

Self-incrimination/
Right against self-
incrimination
the right to stay silent and not to say 
things which can be used against 
you in court 

Review
higher court looking at decisions 
made by lower courts or authorities, 
to see if anything was done wrongly, 
e.g. correct procedures were not 
followed

Respondent 
person against whom an application 
(including an interdict), or an appeal, 
is made

Regulation 
a law made by a government 
minister who is given the authority 
to do so

Regional Courts 
higher Magistrate’s Courts in large 
towns or cities that have more 
powers than district (Magistrate’s) 
Courts

Public Protector
public official appointed by 
the government to investigate 
complaints of corruption and 
unlawful actions by government 
officials or civil servants

Prosecute/
Prosecution
bringing a case against someone 
accused of breaking the law

Proof
enough evidence to win or at least to 
make a good case

Probation Officer
person, usually a social worker, who 
has to make sure that someone on 
probation behaves themselves

Probation
a trial period where people, often 
juveniles, have a chance to prove 
that they can behave

Prescribe/
Prescription period 
time-limit before a case falls away

Power-of-attorney
a legal document you sign giving 
someone else the right to do certain 
things for you, e.g. collect your 
wages

Pleadings
documents in civil cases where 
parties set out their side of the issue

Plea/Plead
saying ‘guilty’ or ‘not guilty’ to 
charges in a criminal case; also 
stating your defence in a civil action 

Plaintiff
the person who makes a civil claim

Oath
swearing that something is the truth 

Notice of motion 
a paper sent by the applicant in an 
interdict or other court application to 
the person against whom the case 
is made, to let them know

Mediation
using a go-between to help sort out 
a disagreement between people

Means test
test used to decide whether 
someone is poor enough to get legal 
aid or state grants

Maintenance Court/
Officer 
place and person for sorting out 
maintenance problems at the 
Magistrate’s Court

Magistrate’s Courts
lower courts run by a magistrate

Locus standi
legal standing, the right to bring a 
case to court, e.g. a child does not 
have locus standi

Lockout
employers keeping workers out of

Liable/Liability
when by law you are responsible 
for something or owe money; 
if a person or a company owes 
someone money, then they are 
liable for paying that money and can 
be taken to court if they don’t pay; if 
the person owes R1 000, then their 
liability is R1 000

Legal aid
state assistance to someone who 
can’t afford a lawyer

Legal
something that the law allows, not 
breaking the law

Lawful 
done with power given by the law

Labour Court
court where workers can make a 
case against their employers or 
employers can make a case against 
workers

Juvenile Courts
special courts at the Magistrate’s 
Court which decide cases where the 
accused is a juvenile

Jurisdiction
the powers and functions of a court 
or other institution

Judgment
decision made by judge or 
magistrate

Inquest
judicial investigation into whether 
any person or group of people 
was responsible for the death of 
someone who did not die of natural 
causes

Legal capacity
ability in law to take legal action or 
to have action taken against you 

Legislation
laws passed by parliament

Return day
the date when a court application 
(including an interdict) will come 
back to court for a decision or for 
the next step to be taken; also called 
a rule nisi
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Default judgment
judgment given against someone in 
a civil claim when they do not come 
to defend themselves

Children’s Court
special court at Magistrate’s Court 
that decides cases affecting the 
welfare of children
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